
 


    

    

    
        
            	
                            
                        


            	
                        Languages
                        	
                                English  
                            
	
                                Español 
                            


                    
	
	 Help
	
	 Pill Identifier
	
	 Quick Refill
	
	Location / Hours
	
	Sign Up Today!
	
	 Login


        

    

    
        
        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            
                
                    
                        ×
                         

                    

                    
                        

                        

                    

                    
                        
                        
                    

                

            

        

         

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

         
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

        
        
            
            
                Toggle Navigation
                 Menu
            
            
        

    


    
    
        
            	My Pharmacy
                                	About Us
	Services
	Sign Up Today!
	New Patient
	Transfer Prescriptions
	New Prescriptions


                            
	Patient Resources
                                	Recent Health News
	Pill Identifier
	Drug Search


                            
	Contact
                                	Contact
	Location / Hours
	Help


                            


        

    




    
    
        
            Patient Resources

            	Home
	Patient Resources
	Health News


        

    

    

    

        
    
        
            
                Get Healthy!


                 

                    
                        
                        
                            
                        
                    


                                        
                        Health News
                        Videos
                    


                
    
            

        
    
    
     
                
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            
                                [bookmark: article] 
                                [image: Biden Administration Announces New Division to Deal With Pandemics]
                                
                                    	By Cara Murez HealthDay Reporter
	Posted July 21, 2022


                                    Biden Administration Announces New Division to Deal With Pandemics

                                    
The Biden administration announced Thursday that it will create a new division in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) focused solely on coordinating responses to pandemic threats and other health emergencies. 
The office of the existing Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) will become its own operating division called the Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response.
This federal agency will be at the same level as the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, The New York Times reported. 
Its role will include responsibility for oversight of the Strategic National Stockpile, which stores reserve medical supplies, and for contracting for and distributing vaccines in an emergency.
“This change allows ASPR to mobilize a coordinated national response more quickly and stably during future disasters and emergencies, while equipping us with greater hiring and contracting capabilities,” Dawn O'Connell, the assistant secretary for preparedness and response, wrote to employees in an email Wednesday, the Washington Post reported.
At the moment, the CDC, the FDA and the U.S. National Institutes of Health manage different parts of the U.S. government's emergency response efforts to public health emergencies.
And elevating the HHS division's role may create tensions among the agencies, the Times said.
Lawrence Gostin, a former CDC adviser who directs the O'Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., told the Times the announcement was vague, which he said was “frustrating.”

“It's always tempting when an agency performs badly to sideline it or to designate its key functions to another agency, or to even defund it, which I think will happen as a consequence of this, when the right answer is to fix it,” Gostin said. “Rather than raising the agency back to its days of pre-eminence, we've curbed it. I think the Biden administration and future administrations will rue the day that they clipped CDC's wings.”
Still, CDC spokeswoman Kristen Nordlund said the agency “is supportive of assistant secretary O'Connell's vision for ASPR — a critical partner for us in addressing public health threats.”
“We will continue to work closely together to advance and protect the health of the American people,” Nordlund told the Times.
Dr. Luciana Borio, a former acting chief scientist at the FDA and a National Security Council official, said the ASPR office was always meant to be more strategic than operational.
“We have to be careful that the new entity doesn't become saddled with operational responsibilities,” Borio told the Times. “We need to leverage the whole of government for that.”
Borio said she was concerned that, if the change shifted authority or responsibility, it would be unclear who was in charge. 
“The CDC is essential to the response. Any act that further erodes CDC's role will be detrimental,” Borio stressed. 
The ASPR was put in charge of the national stockpile in 2018, a move opposed by the CDC at the time. When the pandemic started, the stockpile was short on ventilators, masks and other basic supplies. 
O'Connell also already oversees the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, responsible for developing innovative vaccines and therapeutics. 
In the pandemic's early days, the assistant secretary running ASPR did not have the capability to contract with companies to purchase vaccines. The agency can now take over some of those responsibilities, which O'Connell said would be phased in “over a period of time.”
More information
The World Health Organization has more on preparing for pandemics.
SOURCE: The New York Times
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                                                        Mountain Street Pharmacy provides a very personal atmosphere that caters to each of our customers' needs.
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